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Kearney Park Board Minutes--Tuesday January 15, 2019 meeting 

 
On Tuesday January 15, 2019, the Kearney Park Board met for its monthly 

meeting.  Jeff Couchman called the meeting to order. All members were present 

except Connie Crawford. Staff members present were Ryan Marcotte and Eric 

Marshall.  

 

Lions Park Master Plan –Prior to the meeting on Tuesday January 15th, The 

Park Department held an open house from 4-6 pm to let the public come and see 

the Lions Park Master Plan that had previously been approved by the Park Board 

in the November meeting. Steve Casey of 2509 SW Golden Eagle Road, Lee’s 

Summit, MO, and SC Planning and Design, was also in attendance during our 

open house to help answer questions. Ali Jorn, Randy Pogue, Kristi Mayo was 

also in attendance during the open house.  Questions and comments were left for 

staff, and these comments will be forwarded to the LWCF personnel on our grant 

application.  Ryan mentioned he thought we would send the application in a few 

days prior to the deadline around February 15.   The plan focuses chiefly on 

accessibility and connectivity, with paved trails leading throughout the park. A 

splashpad is set to become the main attraction of the park, with the rest of the park 

receiving new shelters, new playground equipment, new restrooms, a trail around 

the park, and a general overall facelift. Randy Pogue made a motion to approve 

the draft master plan, with Connie Crawford seconding the motion. The motion 

was approved unanimously. This final plan has since been approved by both the 

Board of Aldermen and the Planning and Zoning Commission.   

 

Old Business—Staff mentioned that girls volleyball season was once again a 

success, as we had 5 teams in the 4-5th grade division and 3 teams in the 6-7th 

grade division.  Practices and games were held in the gym at Kearney High 

School, which we thank the school for the use of their facilities.   

Staff also noted that the second season of flag football was a great success, even 

with the make-up dates we had to do, due to weather not cooperating.  We once 

again handed out medals, and the winning teams also received small turkeys as a 

bonus.  We had 3 teams in the 6 U division, 3 in the 8U division, and 3 teams in 

the 10 U division.  The final games (Turkey Bowl) is held on the turf high school 

football field.   

Eric told the board, we solicited bids for the mowing of various city properties, 

and for the second consecutive year, Legendary Lawn Care was awarded the low 

bid.  Last year was their first year, and as in years past with companies on their 

first year, there were growing pains, but towards the end of the season, thing were 

going in a better direction, but we did a bid just to see what prices were, and 

Legendary Lawn Care kept their same prices as the prior year.   

Ryan told the board that he and Eric have been working on the paperwork to once 

again become a Tree City USA city.  Ryan noted that this was a big thing for 

Mayor Dane, and he always wanted us to try and get our recertification on this.  

Much detail is involved with keeping track of watering, volunteers, plantings, 

trimming of trees, and inventory is needed to once again become recertified.  Eric 

stated that with what our paperwork shows, we should have no problem becoming 

a Tree City USA city once again.   
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New Business   Staff informed the board that Youth Baseball/Softball signups 

were going to be on line once again within the next few weeks.  Staff reported 

that we once again anticipate partnering and playing games not only between 

Kearney teams, but with Smithville once again, except for T-Ball, and those will 

be local only.  Ryan mentioned he thought last year went extremely well for just 

our first year taking over baseball/softball, and partnering with Smithville, so 

teams play more a variety of teams.  We anticipate raising the fee $5 for players 

other than T-Ball as umpire fees are rising.   

Ryan and Eric are happy to inform the board, that we will once again have a full-

time employee this summer, and this person will also carry over in to the fall and 

winter months, so tree trimming, and fall applications of chemical and field 

maintenance will be better with our own full-time employee.  Ryan mentioned 

that we plan on hiring two seasonal employees, much earlier, as the growing 

season starts in March/April, and the college aged student help we have had in 

place the last few years is just too late.  We plan on hiring on in April.  Jeff asked 

if this will free us up for more time focused on amphitheater items and summer 

activities, and we stated yes, but we did mention that we still will be doing the 

chemical applications, while the seasonal help maintains ball fields and mows the 

Jesse James Park. 

Eric told the board he attended the Missouri Fairs and Festivals solo this year, as 

Ryan and Heather just had their baby and was not able to attend.  Eric noted that 

he did see a couple really good acts that we can use for opening acts, and got 

some leads on Tribute shows.  Eric did mention that we have received back 

contracts, which is a couple months ahead of schedule, which is great, and we 

have forwarded those on to our city attorney for approval of legality 

Ryan mentioned that another program we now offer is an indoor pickle ball 

league.  We have been overwhelmed by the great response to our courts, and now 

host this indoor league at Radiant Life Church gymnasium.  We do pay them a 

very nominal fee, and we have had great sign up for this league.  This league is 

held on Monday and Tuesday nights with open gym for anyone on Friday nights 

and Saturday mornings for those that may want to learn to play or continue their 

skills. 

Staff told the board that we recently had a bid opening for the annual fireworks 

show, with two bidders submitting such bids.  J& M displays who in the past 

many years has been awarded the bid and did the event; their bid was $38,500.  

Premier Pyrotechnics from Richland Missouri was the low bid in the amount of 

$24,904.  Randy asked if the bids were such that we could compare, and staff said 

they were equal shell counts as, we used last years shell count and description so 

the bids would be apples to apples.  Ryan mentioned the bids had not yet been 

awarded, as we are checking insurance requirements and references from the low 

bidder.   
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Amphitheater – Ryan told the board that we are progressing well with the 2019 

Amphitheater lineup. He said that we have 2 national country acts booked, and 

that we are focusing on emerging artists, like we did in the early years. He said 

that we built a reputation early on as a place to see newer artists on one of their 

first few trips through the Kansas City Market. He told the board that there would 

be 8 shows total for the year, with the first being Blues Fest on May 25th, and the 

last being Oktoberfest on October 5th. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT    
With there being no further business on the agenda, a motion was made by 

Connie Crawford, and seconded by Julie Jones to adjourn.  
 

Approved: _____________________                       Attest: _________________ 

                  Jeff Couchman Chairperson                           Julie Jones Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 


